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Salvation For Sinners 
IS PROVIDED BY GOD’S UNMERITED GRACE 
IS PAID FOR BY CHRIST’S SUBSTITUTIONARY DEATH 


IS RECEIVED SIMPLE TRUSTING FAITH 
. 1S MAINTAINED ETERNALLY BY CHRIST'S BLOOD 


By EVANGELIST 


A Christian woman writes, deep- 
ly puzzled by the seeming contra- 
diction in such terms as “for by 
grace are ye saved through faith” 
(Eph. 2:8), “redemption through 
his blood.” (Eph. 1:7), “that re- 
pentance and remission of sins 
‘should be preached in his name” 
(Luke 24:47). 

Is saivation by grace? Or by 
‘blood? Or by faith? Or by repen- 
» tance? 

Our sister says, “I firmly be- 
lieve the Bible and the atonement 
of Jesus, but it never has been 
plain to me how Jesus just shed- 
ding His blood on the cross could 
save us from sin. It seems to me 
like we have to get on our knees 
in humble repentance and ask 
God’s forgiveness before we ore 
forgiven of our sins, and looks 
like if Jesus died for the sins of 
the world, then there would be 
nothing for us to do.” 

The answer is really very sim- 
ple and Christians ought to be 
taught the part that the blood of 
Christ, the grace of God and the 


JOHN R. RICE 


faith and repentance of a sinner 
have in salvation. 


|. God’s Grace, His Loving Mercy, 
Makes Him Willing to Forgive and 
Save Every Sinner 


“For by grace are ye saved...” 
(Eph. 2:8). 

When we say that we are saved 
by grace we mean simply that we 
do not deserve salvation, cannot 
buy it, but that God so loved us 
that he was willing to pay any 
necessary price to save us, just 
so it could be done righteously, 
without God’s doing wrong or en- 
couraging sin. There is no possible 
way for any man to save himself. 
He cannot live well enough to 
save himself, nor do enough work 
nor pay enough .money. Not. by 
any experience, not by any feeling, 
not by any sacrifice nor any faith- 
fulness could any man ever de- 
serve salvation. If any sinner is 
ever to be saved it must be al- 
ways because God in loving mercy 


(Continued on page two) 


Sinner Saved and Backslider Restored 
Through ‘Sword of The Lord’ and Other Means 


By LOLA MAE BRADSHAW, 
Publication Manager, Sword of The Lord Publishers. 


We publish here excerpts from 
an encouraging letter received to- 
day, and then we will give you 
some pointers on how you may get 
— friends and neighbors saved, 
00. 

“Baden, Pa. 
“December 25, 1943 
“Dear Brother Rice: 

“Greetings to you in the wonder- 
ful name of Jesus. 

“This Christmas day it is my 
desire to express my gratitude and 
appreciation to you through the 
blessings received by “The Sword 
of The .Lord’ and yoyr other pub- 
lications this year. Souls have been 
saved and others have been en- 
couraged to a closer walk with 
the Lord, including myself... . 

“The Lord has enabled us to send 
out a number of gift subscriptions 
to the ‘Sword’ to saints, sinners, 
and backsliders. Allow me just 
to mention 4 part of the result so 
far. 

*C— W. L was 
sent a three month subscription 
with the exhortation to read the 

Bible also and to tune in C. E. Ful- 
ler radio broadcast: The first copy 
of the ‘Sword’ he crumpled up and 
threw in the.waste basket. He was 
convicted and picked it up again 
and read it all. A short time later 
he was saved, and_is walking in 
fellowship with the Lord. He then 
sent for a one year subscription 
himself, and can hardly wait from 
week to week for the next copy. 
‘Praise the Lord! 

“Cc. B———, Baden Pa., 
back into fellowship 


ttle yet with tobac- 
d appreciate it if 


“Many others have’ been helped 
that time does not permit me to 
write for the present. 


“Our confidence in the soul win- 
ning power of “The Sword of The 
Lord’ publications is increasing 
more as we see how God is hon- 
oring in the salvation of souls. ... 

“On a separate sheet I am en- 
closing a few more names for sub- 
scriptions to the ‘Sword.’ 


“May the coming year find us 
more faithful to the task of win- 
ning souls than ever before in our 
lives. 


“The Lord's richest blessing rest 
upon you and all ‘The Sword of 
The Lord’ family. 

“Sincerely yours in Christ Jesus, 
E. K. D.——.” 


You will see from his letter, 
that Mr. D ‘was not content 
just to send The Sword of The 
Lord to his friends without let- 
ting them know who sent it, but 
he urged upon them to read it 
and to read the Bible and to tune 
in to the Old Fashioned Revival 
Hour broadcast and hear Evange- 
list Charles E. Fuller. Maybe: you 
think that your friends would be 
offended if you spoke to them 
about the Lord and about the sal- 
vation of their souls. But evident- 
ly some of Mr. D————’s friends 
were angry, too, for he said that 


Mr. L———— crumpled and threw 


into the waste basket the first copy 
of the paper that he received. But 
God was working with him, and 
Mr. L-————— was convicted of his 
sins, and soon thereafter was 
saved. 


Go ahead and get out the gospel, 
talk to sinners, send The Sword of 


The Lord to them, let them know 


you are interested in them, depend 
on the Lord for wisdom and to 
work with you, and He will give 
the. results. 


“And let us not be weary in well 


doing: for in due season we shall 


reap, if we faint not” (Gal 6:9). 


TheBattle of Armageddon 


By EVANGELIST HYMAN J. APPELMAN 
825 Woodland Avenue, Fort Worth, Texas 


“11 And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and 
he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteous- 
ness he doth judge and make. war. 

“12 His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were 
many crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew, but 
he himself. 

“13 And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and 
his name is called The Word of God. 

“14 And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon 
white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean. 

“15 And out of hig mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he 
should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: 
and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almigh- 
ty God. i 

“16 And he hath on his vesture and on his high thigh a name 
written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS. 

“17 And I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with 
a loud voice, saying to all the fowls that fly in the midst of heaven, 
Come and gather yourselves together unto the supper of the great 
God; 

“18 That ye may eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh of cap- 
tains, and the flesh of mighty men, and the flesh of horses, and of 
them that sit on them, and the flesh of all men, both free and bond, 
both small and great. 3 

“19 And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their 
armies, gathered together to make war against him that sat on the 
horse, and against his army. 3 : 
, “90 And the beast was taken, and with him. the false prophet 
that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that 
had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his 
image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with 


brimstone. 


“21 And the remnant were slain with the sword of him that sat 
upon the horse, which sword proceeded out of his mouth: and all the 


fowls were filled with their flesh.” 


See also Revelation 12:7-17; 
Revelation 16:13-16: Revelation 
20:1-3, 7-10. : 

Armageddon is Har Megiddo in 
the Hebrew. Har means mountain. 
Megiddo, in substance, means de- 
truction. Har Megiddo, Armaged- 
don, then, spells Mount of Destruc- 
tion. Throughout the ages of Pal- 
estinian history, the general lo- 
cality of the field of Megiddo has 
been the battle ground of that 
mueh and often obstinately fought 
over land. Among many other 
tragedies, it was there that King 
Josiah was mortally wounded in 
the battle against Pharaoh. 

The preponderance of scriptural 
testimony seems to indicate that 
the term Armageddon is used in 
Revelation both symbolically and 
literally. It is therefore perhaps the 
ultimate representation of the age- 
long struggle between Satan and 
the Saviour. In Revelation 12:7- 
12, we have what is certainly the 
beginning of this eternal warfare. 
Lucifer, the chief among the an- 
gels, rebelled against God. The re- 
sult was of course a foregone con- 
clusion. How long the battle last- 
ed, what forces were involved, how 
many angels took part, there is 
no way of telling. Scripture is si- 
lent on these, after all, nonessen- 
tial details. The record is that 
“they overcame him by the blood 
of the Lamb and the word of their 
testimony; and they loved not their 
lives unto the death.” en 

Satan was cast unto the earth. 
From that day to this, the paean 
of heaven has been, “Therefore re- 
joice ye heavens, and ye that dwell 
in them.” From that day to this, 
the g, moaning, endlessly 
bitter sigh of earth has been, ““‘Woe 
to the inhabiters of the earth and 


TWELVE TREMENDOUS THEMES 


177 pages — cloth bound....$1.00 
SWORD OF THE LORD PUBLISHERS 


— Rev. 19:11-21 


of the seal for the devil is come 
down unto you having great wrath 
because he knoweth that he hath 
but a short time.” From that day 
to this, the endless, bloody, tortur- 
ous story has been that Satan has 
‘persecuted the woman which 
brought forth the man child.” 
The war began in heaven but it 


Dr. RiceinRadioPrayer 
Conference, ! 4Stations 


Evangelist John R. Rice, Editor 
of THE SWORD OF THE .-LORD, 
is now speaking daily on the Back 
to the Bible Broadcast directed by 
Rev. Theodore H. Epp, and orig- 
inating at Lincoln, Nebraska. The 
daily subject is PRAYER. You 
are invited to listen in, to any one 
of the fourteen stations on which 
we broadcast, which you can hear. 

Some stations carry the program 
one week later than others, some 
carry the progrant two weeks la- 
ter, by use of transcriptions. So 
check the following radio log of 
this program carefully and see 
when and where you can hear Dr. 
Rice in this series of Bible mes- 
sages on PRAYER. Daily except 
Sunday. 


December 27 to Jan. 14, on the 


Following Stations 


KFAB, Lincoln, Neb., 780 k.. c. 
8:30 A. M. 

KMMJ, Grand Island, Neb., 750 k 
c. 1:30 P. M. ° 

WNAX, Yankton, S. D., 570 k. ec. 
8:30 A. M. 

WHB, Kansas City, 880 k. c. 8:30 
A. M. , 

KMA, Shenandoah, Iowa, 960 k. c. 
8:30 A. M. 3 


Jan. 3 to Jan. 21 on the Following 
| Stations 
(Continued on page two) 


Evangelist ._Hyman Appelman 


will end upon the earth. The war 
began between God and Satan. God 
overcoming Satan will end it. The 
war’s first battle saw the casting 
down of Satan. The war’s last bat- 
tle will witness the final crushing 
of Satan. The war began in a con- 


(Continued on page thrss)*" 
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The Right Kind of 


y BSF. 
New Year’s Resolution 
By the EDITOR 
Rev. Alfred Thornton, pastor of 
the Baptist Church at Mount Ayr, 


Indiana, in a nice letter télls of 
his last year’s New Year’s resolu- 


tion and the happy fulfillment of — 


it. Brother Thornton says: 

“I know you will rejoice with 
me about two people being saved 
last Sunday night, and two more 
saved this morning, Last Christ- 
mas time you had an article in 
The Sword about New Year’s reso- 
lutions, and one was about ask- 
ing the Lord to help win a definite 
number of souls this year. Well, 
I didn’t ask for very many, but 
the joy of it is, He gave what I 
asked for right along through the 
year. When December came, I 


lacked one having the number. The ~ 


two last Sunday night made one—- _ 


over, and then these this morning 
(a man and his wife) makes three 
over what I asked for. Over half 
of those the Lord helped me win 
were full grown adults, one a man 
86 years old. One thing I am es- 
pecially happy about is that just 
about all of them I have sent The 
Sword to for a year. Just a few 
I failed to get the addresses of.” 

1944 would be a good time to 
“Go thou and do likewise.” Why 
not prayerfully wait before God 
and ask Him to help “you set a 
goal, trying to win a definite num- 
ber of people to Christ this year? 
Then set out systematically, pray- 
erfully; week in and week out, to 
get people saved. 

And when tne new converts have 
claimed Christ as Saviour, do not 
stop with that. Encourage them to 
make public profession of faith, 
to follow Christ in baptism, to join 
in with God’s people in some 
church where the Bible is believed 
and the gospel is preached. And 
to top it off, why not see that 
each new convert gets The Sword 
of The Lord for a year, to help 
him learn the Word of God and be- 
come established as a separated, 


soul-winning, Bible-reading Chris- 
tian? 
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| Dr.RiceinRadioPrayer 
Conference, 1 4Stations 


(Continued from page one) 
KVOD, Denver, 630 k. c. 7:00 A. 
M 


KFKA, Greeley Colo., 910 k. ec. 
9:30 A. M. 

WIND, Gary, Ind., 560 k. c. 6:30 
A. M. 


_KWFT, Wichita Falls, Tex., 620 
k. ¢., 8:30 A. M. 
Jan. 10 to 28 on the Following 


Stations 
KGKY, Scottsbluff, Neb., 1490 k. 


c. 9:00 A. M. 

WIBC, Indianapolis, Ind. 1070 k. 
c. 10:15 A. M. 

KLRA, Little Rock, Ark., 1020. k. 
c., 10:15 A. M., (Saturday, 1:00 
P. M.) 

KGCX, Sidney, Mont., 1480 k. c. 
10:15 A, M. 


Short Wave Listeners 


Those with Short Wave recep- 
tion can hear these broadcasts, 
14 weeks later, in short wave, from 
Quito, Equador, HCJB. The Short 
Wave kilocycle is 12,445, (between 
12 and 13). The short wave broad- 
cast may be heard nearly every- 
where in the U. S. at these hours. 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, January 7, 1944 


Pacific Coast Time, 1:00 P. M. 

Mountain Time, 2:00 P. M. 

Central Time, 7:00 A. M. and 
3:00 P. M. 

East Coast Time, 8:00 A. M. and 
4:00 P.’ M. 

The short wave broadcasts are 
heard every day except Monday. 


Remember, short wave listeners 
will now hear Bro. Theodore H. 
Epp. After 14 weeks they will 
hear Dr. Rice. 


The Back to the Bible address 
is P. O. Box 233, Lincoln, Nebras- 
ka. Brother Epp is doing a great 
work. But letters to Dr. John R. 
Rice should be addressed to him 
at 145 N. Hale St., Wheaton, Il. 


| Every Chri 


istian Needs Them! 


These 3 books by the evangelist-author-editor, Dr. John R. Rice, should be in the hands 
of every Christian. They would enlighten, bless, stir, inspire, warm, and convict; they would 
lead to greater faith, more boldness and earnestness in soul winning, more love for God and 
His Word. Because they are books you will want to keep and reread many times, they have 
been strongly and beautifully bound in cloth. They are priced low so that all may get them. 


PRAYER — Asking and Receiving 
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This remarkable -book, now in its second 
edition of 10,000 copies, has sold an average 
of more than a thousand copies a month for 

the past thirteen and a half months! 


These testimonies will tell you why: 


HYMAN J. APPELMAN, Southern Baptist 
evangelist: “Last night I finished your marvel- 
lous book on Prayer. I say advisedly it is 
the very greatest thing of its kind I have ever 
read. It humbled me, convicted me, inspired 
me, please God, impelled, and shall be used 
of God, to consecrate me to the ministry of 
intercession. Thank God for the Holy Spirit’s 
using you to write every line of it. I expect to 
read it and reread it again and again.” 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE MONTALY, 
Chicago: ‘‘This book comes as a challenge, 
as an inspiration, and as a clarion call to 
go forward in the holy war against the pow- 
ers of evil. Do you want your faith revived, 
your course strengthened, your vision clari- 
fied, your heart enlarged and kindled, and 
your prayer life lifted to a high spiritual 
plane? Then read this book. The author, to 
use his own words, brings no untried theory. 
Everything he writes about he has tried and 
proved. From start to finish the book is his 
personal testimony, so he can speak with 
authority, and not as the scribes, ancient or 
modern. The reviewer acknowledges his per- 
sonal indebtedness to the stirring message 
of this great book and wish for it a wide cir- 
culation.” Dr. Max I. Reich. : 


H. A. IRONSIDE, D. D., Litt. D., Pastor, 
Moody Memorial Church, Chicago: “The book, 
on the whole, is one of the most interesting, 
refreshing, and conclusive works on Prayer 
we have ever consulted. The many personal 
testimonies of answered prayer add greatly 
to its value.” 


The Chapter Titles Are: (1) A Prayer- 
Hearing God (2) Why Pray? (3) Prayer Is 
Asking (4) The Answer to Prayer Is Receiv- 
ing (5) Praying for Daily Bread (6) Asking 
Bread for Sinners (7) Praying for Healing 
(8) Praying for Healing, Continued (9) Pray- 
ing for Anything and Everything You Want 
(10) Praying in the Will of God (11) Definite 
Praying (12) “Have Faith in God” (13) Just 
Pray! (14) Praying Through (15) Why Fast 
and Pray? (16) Big Prayers to an Almighty 
God (17) Does God Work Miracles Today? 
(18) Miracles Today, Continued (19) Hind- 
rances to Prayer (20) Hindrances to Prayer, 
Continued (21) The Sin of Prayerlessness. 


There are 328 large pages, 21 chapters, 


cod the remarkable price is $1.50 


Order 4 for only $6.00. Get them for your 
pastor, your friends, the church, Sunday 
School, or public library, and for yourself. 


three for only 


TWELVE 
TREMENDOUS 
THEMES 


Here is a book on 
some great Bible doc- 
trines that will settle 
many important 
truths for you. Have 
you wondered, ‘Just 
how true is the Bi-| 
ble?” “Did God givé | 
the very words?” 
“Can the Bible be re- 
lied on in matters of 
science too?” “What 
plan of salvation was 
taught in the Old Testament; was it different 
from that in the New?” “Should we observe 
the Old Testament Saturday sabbath?” “Why 
do we keep Sunday as a day of worship?” 
These and many other questions will be cleared 
up in your mind when you read Twelve Tre- 
mendous Themes. 

Chapter titles are: (1) Verbal Inspiration 
of the Bible (2) Scientific Accuracy of the 
Bible Proven (3) The Universal Malady, Sin 
(4) Double Theme of all the Prophets (5) 
“Paul’s Gospel’ or “Kingaom wWospel”’ (6) 
The Love of the Spirit (7) Can a Saved Per- 
son Ever Be Lost? (8) Sunday or Sabbath? 
(9) Is There Literal, Physical Fire in Hell? 
(10) Is the Torment in Hell Eternal? (11) 
“Churches” and “The Church’ (12) Jesus 
May Come Today. 

Dr. Robert G. Lee, Memphis, Tennessee, 
in his introduction to the book said: “... 
Such a book is needed and will, when read 


~ and preached, do unmeasurable good in this 


day of invertebrate theology, jelly-fish mor- 
ality, India-rubber convictions, see-saw phil- 
osophy, scientific conceit —- when some speak 
with breath strong with conjectural onions 
and foul with the garlic of critical contempt 
for Scriptural certainties. .. .” 

There are 177 large pages, attractive cloth 


binding, beautiful paper jacket. $1 00 
& 


Price postpaid only 
When Skeletons Come Out of Their Closets 
11 Greatly Used Revival Messages 
Wouldn’t you like to 
sit night after night 
in a revival campaign 
and hear the Spirit- 
filled preaching of Dr. 
Rice and see sinners 
saved and have your 
own heart warmed 
and blessed? Perhaps 
you can’t do that, but 
you can get this book 
and let your heart 
melt and tears run 
down your face as you 
read of the awful 
| judgment that awaits 
sinners; of Christ’s love for us; as you sit 
with saints.and sinners at the cross of Christ 
and watch Jesus die; as you see how God 
calls sinners through their loved ones, through 


His goodness, as well as through sorrow and — 


trouble;; and as you see how eager and will- 


ing God is to restore the backslider and to _ 


save the sinner. 
There are 191 pages, 11 messages, any one 
of which is worth more than the 


small price for the book which is only 4000 
postpaid 


Special Bargain 
The three books, value $3.50, for only $3.00. 
Think of getting three large, clothbound 
books, a total of nearly 700 pages packed 
with rich Bible teaching and exhortation, by 


ordering them at one time, all $3.00 
ORDER FROM 


SWORD OF THE LORD PUBLISHERS 
145 North Hale Street Wheaton; Ill. 


(Continued from page one) 


offers salvation free to a simner 
who does not deserve it. So sai- 
vation is not of works but is whol- 
ly of grace. That simply means 
{hat salvation is unmerited by ma 
and given freely of God. But that 
does not explain how God goes 
about provicing, the way of sal- 
vation, nor how the sinner ges 
abcut rece: "ing it Grace 1s siznply 
the basis of the plan by which we 
are saved. 

Oh, in this matter of salvation, 
glory must go to (30d, never "o 
sinners. The only way anyone can 
approach God acceptably is like 
the poor gui'ty prodigai son te- 
+urned to his futher, saying ‘ra- 
ther I have sirer ugainst heaven 
ard in thy sight and am no more 
worthy to be called thy son,” or 
ike the conscience smitten puo- 
lican in the temple who cried, ‘God 
be merciful t» me, a sinner,” God's 
grace is the sinner’s only hope. 
His loving m2-cy is offered to sin- 
ners who can rever deserve it. 


ll. A Holy God Cannot Forgive 
Sin Without Honest Payment Or 


Punishment For Sin 


Now God loves sinners and is 
willing to forgive «na save sinners, 
But God is a holy God, a zuod God, 
a righteous God. God cannot lie. 
He cannot: sin. He must do righ*. 
And it would nct be right for God 
to forgive sin that was not paid 
{01. 5 

For exaninic, suppose a hny 
steals some u:oney and is brought 
before a cu's"t and tried before ap 
ionorable ani gcod judge. It would 
bs: wicked for tre judge to say, 
“We will forgive this boy and let 
him go free,” unless some provi- 
sior were inale for the money to 
be paid*back. If the boy has squau- 
deied the :niey ard cannot re- 
urn it, then the father or others 
v’ho love the sitning boy must re- 
store what the Loy had stolen. 
Otherwise the court would not pe 
a court of justi:? and the man wi.) 
lost the muoiey anc all his frierds 
vould have a ri.sht to say that the 
judge was rot henest and fair, 
that he took tre  -art of thieves 
against honest people and that he 
encouraged crime. But if the loving 
father pa.d back the money with 
interest, and if there were good 
evidence that the boy had learned 
his lesson and buted iis sin, then 
the boy might be iorgiven his 
crime and ~»aroled in the care of 
the father. 

It is a law of the Bible, a law 
of right and wrong, a part of the 
nature of God Himself, that sin 
must be ptnished. So before Gud 
can righteously offer forgivenes: 
to any sinney some arrangement 
must be ma:ie t)> pay for the sin- 
ners sins. It must not be left so 
that any demon in Hell nor any 
weeping angel in Heaven nor any 
sinful man on earth can think 
that God does not mind sin, does 
not hate sin, does cot pvunisn sin. 
In the natuce of an honorable ani 
righteous God 13 this immutable, 
unchanging, eterna!’ fact that God 
is committed to punish sin. If God 
lets a sinner go free without pun 
ishment then God must provide 
somebody else ts suffer the pun- 
ishment. 

So God provided his own Son 
to pay for man’s sins and suffer 
the penalty °f our guilt. That is 
simply another way of sayinz that 
God Himseif was willing to pay 
our debts. Tacy must be paid be- 
fore God caa icrgive them, so GaJ 
arranged to pay them through His 
own dear Son. So no one can be 
saved except through Christ. 
Christ paid for our sins, took our 
place and so is our Redeemer, cur 
Saviour, | : 

Many, many times in this worid 
one suffers for another’s sake 
What. man or woman would say 
you ever paid back ycur mother’s 
suffering and toil from your birth 
till the day you left home or the 
day she was taken to heaven? 
Many a father pays the fine for a 
wayward son who has broken- the 
law. George Washington and the 
soldiers at Valley Forge suffered 
that we might be free. Yes, even 
now our boys are overseas ,many 
of them dying that we may escape 
the fate of Poland and of France 
and of occupied China. So when I 
say that Christ took the place of 
sinners, that He is our belssed 
Substitute, before God, paying the 


debt for us that had to be paid 
if we were ever to be saved, I re- 


SALVATION FOR SINNERS 


fer to a doctrine that all of us 
have experienced in some way. 
But while mother or father, or 
the soldier who may die in our 
place may substitute for us in 
some matters and before men, only 
the perfect, sinless Son of God is 
worthy to be our substitute be- 
fore God, and pay our debt. He 
never sinned against God. He 
never. displeased His holy and 
righteous Father. So He alone 
is worthy to take the _ sin- 
ner’s sins. He never deserved 
punishment for Himself, so the 


be counted mine, the crown of 


be charged to my account, and the 
precious blood of Christ, the only 
blood without taint of sin, when 
poured out on calvary,: could pay 
for my sin, since He had none of 
His own to pay for. Oh Jesus 
Christ, my Lord, my Saviour, my 
Redeemer, my blameless Substi- 
tute, how I ought to love Thee! 


lil. Why Only Death Can Pay 


For Sin 


Why did Jesus have to die to 
save sinners? The answer to that 
question is that sin is so horrible, 
so wicked, such a perversion of 
life itself, such a rebellion against 
the Creator and Life-giver that 
only death is the. fitting reward 
of sin. In fact, sin itself naturally 


death. This is one of the gfeatest 
teachings in the Bible. 

In the Garden of Eden God said 
to Adam and Eve, “In the day 
that thou eatest thereof thou shalt 
surely die’ (Genesis 2:17). The 
first sin brought spiritual death 
and that moment physical death 
began in the body of these sin- 
ncrs. No human being would ever 
have died but for the coming of 
sin and the tainting and corruption 
of the kuman race by this horrible 
iv alady, sin. 

Here are other Scriptures that 
Say that death must be the punish- 
met tor sin. 

“The soul that sinneth, it shall 
die” (Kzekiel 18:4). 

“The wages of sin is death’ (Ro- 
mans 6.23). 

“Sin, when it is finished, bring- 
eth firth death” (James 1:15). 

Thus the only way Jesus could 
pay for man’s sins was to die. If 
J2sus had simply fainted or en- 
tered into a coma as a result of 
his suifterings on the cross, and 
then, without dying, if he had come 
vack to consciousness and come 
our of the tomb on the third day, 
He could not be our Saviour. It 
takes death to pay for sin. All of 
us deserved to die. Jesus died in 
our stead. 

Whipping, public disgrace, im- 
prisonment, loss of property — all 
these are temporary ways of deal- 
ing with sin, corrective punish- 
ments such as it is proper to use 
‘among men to lead to repentance 
and referm. So Jesus suffered all 
these torms of punishment, too. 
but with vile hearts, totally de- 
praved toward God, reform is hope- 
less, and death is the inevitable 
end of sins With unconverted 
hearts sin is so terrible-as to de- 
serve death. So Jesus had to die 
before He could save men. 

Among sinful human beings 
hone of us can require as much 
of another sinner as God’s holi- 
ness must honestiy require. For 
many sins a parent should whip 
a chiid; and when he shows evi- 
dence of penitence, forgive Him. 
For many crimes society should 
imprison a man for a specified time 
and then release him. For other 
crimes suciety ought to demand the 
death penalty, that is, merely phy- 
sical death, since the harm he has 
done to society properly forfeits 
his right to live among men. Our 
sins agaist men might merit phy- 


rebellion against God and the des- 
perate wickedness which is on us 
all make it so that if God be just 
and henest He must put wicked 
men forever out of His presence. 
That is spiritual death, which all 
men deserve and which all men 
must have except God makes a 
‘way to change them and pay for 
their sins. So when Jesus died on 
the cross, He died physically and 
He “poured out his soul unto 
death” suffering for our sins, bear- 
sti them in His own body on the 
ree. 


IV. 'The Life Is in the Blood’ So 
( Continued on page three) 


stripes on that blessed body could 


thorns on- his devoted head could | 


‘ 


ana inevitably tends to_ bring. 


sical death. But the awful heart- - 
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Friday, January 7, 1944 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


SALVATION FOR SINNERS 


(Continued from page two) 


Only Blood Poured Out Can 


Save By Blood 


“Without shedding of blood is 
no remission”— Hebrews 9:22. 

“For it is the blood that maketh 
an atonement for the soul’’—. Le- 
viticus 17:11. 

“Redeemed .... with the prec- 
ious blood of Christ, as of a lamb 
withcut blemish and without spot.” 
I Peter 1:18, 19. 

Here is a reliable scientific fact: 
all the life processes are carried 
on by the blood. It. is blood that 
takes the oxygen from the air in 
the lungs, blood that digests the 
food and distributes it to various 
paits of the body, blood that re- 
pairs tissues, mends broken bones, 
heals wounds. The blood fights dis- 
ease. So the Scripture is absolutely 
scientific when it says, “the life 
of the flesh is in the blood” (Lev. 
17:11). Scientists did not know 
this truth until a century and a 
half ago. The fact is that the full 
iriplications of this truth are just 
now beginning to be recognized, 
so that blood transfusions are re- 
lied upon in the present world war 
far more than ever before. 

When any animal was used as 
a sacrifice among the Jews, pic- 
turing the coming Saviour, always 
the..blood was drained from the 
body and poured out or sprinkled 
on the altar. So when Jesus died on 
the cross God provided that His 
blood should be poured out as an 
obvious “proof of His death. The 
Roman soldiers thrust a spear in 
His side and there flowed out water 
and blood. 

So when we say we are saved 
by the blood of Christ we mean 
that in dying He paid the penalty 
of sin. The life is in the blood. The 
price of our living was His death. 
God counted His ‘own Son guilty 
when He was not guilty and let 
Him die as a wicked sinner. The 
blood paid the penalty for sin. 
Now God has a right to 
count us righteous. We have 
paid our debts (Christ paid 
them for us). It is counted now 
that we do not have to die our- 
selves, since our sins have already 
been punished and forgiven, impu- 
ted and charged to Jesus. 

Thus it is we can say we are 
saved by grace, since God’s love 
provided the way; we are saved 
by Christ, since He was the one 
who paid for our sins; we are 
saved by blood, since the life was 
in the blood. 

Dear, ever dear, to the Chris- 
tian, therefore, must be the wounds 
of Christ. The blood called in scrip- 
ture, “‘the precious blood of Christ, 
as of a lamb without blemish and 
without spot” (I Pet. 1:19). We 
must sing of the blood and de- 
pend upon the blood! 


“See from His head, His hands, 
—~ His Feet, 
Sorrow and Love flow mingled 
down. 
Did e’re such love and sorrow meet, 
Or thorns compose so rich a 
crown?” 
Or as another familiar song says, 
“What can wash away my sin? 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 
What can make me whole again? 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus! 
Oh, precious is the flow 
That makes me white as Snow, 
No other fount I know, 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus! 


V. Sinners Receive This Salvation 


By Penitent Faith Alone 


Since our sins are paid for, we 
who come for forgiveness have 
nothing to pay. Since Christ has 
finished the work, we have no work 
to do. Since Christ has put all His 
sinless righteousness to our cred- 


it, not even a holy life now is need- 


ed to pay our salvation. We ought 
to work; and we ought to live a 
holy life, yes; but these do not ob- 
tain salvation. We work and love 
and live and serve for Christ be- 
cause we are already forgiven, al- 
ready saved, and because of the 
love that springs up in our hearts 
and the holy gratitude we have. 
But no payment, no deserving, no 
price can we pay to obtain sal- 
vation. It is all free! . 

does a sinner receive this 
salvation that God has provided 
by grace and Christ has purchased 
by blood? We receive it by faith! 
In other words, we believe all-God 
has said about our helpless guilt; 
we believe that it is impossible to 
Save ourselves; we believe that God 


has provided the remedy and that 
Christ has already purchased our 


salvation by His death. So by a 


definite act of faith we risk Christ 
to do what He promised to do. We 
depend on Him for forgiveness and 
salvation. By faith we count the 
matter settled. As definitely as a 
sick man calls a doctor and turns 
his case over to him; as definitely 
as a prisoner calls a lawyer and 
trusts the lawyer to get him re- 
leased from jail; just that defini- 
tely, a poor sinner is to turn his 
case over to Jesus Christ, count- 
ing that God is already willing to 
forgive, counting that the price 
has already been paid, counting 
that God will do, does do even 
now, just what He promised to do. 
That is the way one accepts Christ 
as his own Saviour. That is the 
way one becomes born-again, con- 
verted, saved, the way he recéives 
everlasting life. : 
“For God so loved the -world, 
that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life’ (John 3:16). 
“He that believeth on him is 
not condemned” (John 3:18). 
“fJe that believeth on. the Son 
hath everlasting life’ (John 3:36). 
“Verily, verily I say unto you, 


He that believeth on me hath ever-* 
lasting life’ (John 6:47). 


Christ died. 

God said ‘it. 

I believed it. 

That settles it! 

That means no tears are neces- 
sary for salvation, though often 
there are tears.. One may have 
tears of shame and sorrow over 
sin, or one may have tears of joy 
and relief to know that God has 
forgiven him, but mark you, the 
Lord does not require tears. He 
only requires you to accept what 
Christ has done for you. He only 
wants you by faith to receive 
Christ as Saviour. When your 
heart says yes to God’s offer of 
mercy, when you willingly open 
your heart’s door for Christ to 
come in, then salvation is yours. 

This means you do not even need 
to kneel down to be saved. Many 
people do kneel down when they 
come to accept Christ as Saviour, 
and that is fitting and suitable in 
many cases. But it is not required. 
Nothing you can do can make God 
want to save you. He already 
wants that. Nothing you can do 
can pay for your sins. They are 
already paid for. When you, by 
faith, 
heart, then you are saved by the 
blood of Christ which was shed, 
paying for your sins, on Calvary. 


Vi. Repentance Is Simply Another 
Side to the Same Heart Decision 
Of Faith 


It is true that men need to re- 
pent. Repentance means a change 
of mind or heart toward God. Re- 
pentance does not involve any long 
period of mourning or weeping. 
The moment your heart sees the 


wickedness of your sin, sees the’ 


terrible danger to your soul and 
decides to turn and take Christ 
as Saviour, that moment you have 
repented. Repentance, then is a 
heart turning that cannot be sep- 
arated from faith. Repentance and 
faith are not two steps to salva- 
tion ,but are simply two ways of 
describing the same step. When 
one turns from his sin we cali that 
repentance. When he turns to 
Christ we may call that faith; but 
when one has turned from sin he 
has turned to Christ, and when one 
turns to Christ he has turned his 
heart away from sin. One who has 
turned to trust Christ for salvation 
has turned his affection away from 
a life of sin. 


I do not mean that a converted 


person never sins: But I do mean 
that every born-again person, ev- 
ery Christian, has made a definite 
decision against the way of sin 
when he decided to trust Christ 
and receive Him as Saviour. 

We must remember that all the 
good deeds commanded of Chris- 
tians FOLLOW salvation; they do 
not LEAD TO salvation. Christians 
are to be baptized BECAUSE they 
are saved, not in order to get 
saved. People are to. take the 
Lord’s Supper, are to attend 
church, are to study their Bibles, 
are to pray, are to give of their 
means, are to win souls, are to 
live holy, Godly lives, all because 
they are Y SAVED. They 
were saved the moment they hon- 


receive Christ into your, 


SERRE 


estly received Christ and His sal- 
vation by a simple heart decision 
of faith. 


Vil. Salvation By Bloed is Neces- 


sarily Eternal Salvation 


Christians often ask me whether 
a@ saved person can ever be lost. I 
have sometimes answered in these 
words: “That depends on the kind 
of salvation you have. If you save 
yourself you van lose yourself. If 
you were saved by your own good 
works then when you quit work- 
ing you are lost. If you save your- 
sei you can lose yourself. On the 
other hand, if Christ does the sav- 
ing, then He must do the keeping. 
If Christ does the saving then as 
long as Christ is faithful salvation 
is secure.” 

People are not sure about eternal 
salvation simply because they do 
not understand the Bible doctrine 
of salvation that is wholly on the 
basis .cf God’s grace, paid for .en- 
tirelv, every particle of it’ pur- 
chased for us*by “the blood of 
Christ. 

When Christ died on the cross 
He died for all the sins I had ever 
committed. .When I trusted Him 
I trusted Him for all He had pur- 
chased for me. If I got forgiveness 
for my sins of yesterday, I got for- 
giveness for the sins of today and 
of tomorrow. That forgiveness was 


all bought for me by the death of 


Christ. Jesus will never die again, 
never need to, to pay for my sins. 
They are all paid for, ALL, every 
one of them! When I accepted sal- 
vation I accepted it free. It was 
not salvation for a moment, but 
salvation forever. It was not only 
salvation for the past but salva- 
tion for all the future. Now Jesus 
ever lives to intercede for me in 
heaven. He did the saving: He 
does the keeping. He saved me 
when I did not deserve it. He 
keeps me, though I still do not 
deserve it. 

That is the reason Jesus said 
in John 5:24, “Verily, verily, I 
Say unto you, He that heareth my 
word, and believeth on him that 
sent me, hath everlasting life, and 
Shall not come into condemnation; 
but is passed from death unto 
life.” Since all my sins are now 
laid on Jesus and all paid for, they 
can never rise up between me and 
God to damn my soul. 

Suppose that tomorrow I may 
not deserve salvation—what then? 
Well, if I do not deserve salvation 
tomorrow then I will be in exactly 
the same state tomorrow as today, 
for I do not deserve salvation to- 
day. As far as salvation is con- 
cerned, I will be in exactly the 
Same state as I was the day I 
trusted the Lord Jesus to save me 
for the first time and His warm 
love filled my heart. I deserved to 
go to Heil but 1 got forgiveness 
and salvation wnich I did not de- 
serve. God gave me, for Jesus sake, 
what I did not Gererve. My faith 
was counted for righteousness. 

Every child is bcrn into its Fa- 
thers and Mother’s family on the 
hasis of love and grace, wholly un- 
deserved. So the child may be un- 
worthy, but after the mother went 
down intu the s:adcws to bring 
the child into the world, the child 
is here. When the father has be- 
gotten a son, the son may grow 
up unwoithy of i:s father, as all 
of us.converted people are unwor- 
thy of cur Heavenly Father. But 
the child got it’s place by birth, 
not by deserving it, and so we who 
are born ir.to God’s family by faith 
are His children, and that forever, 
though we ao not deserve it. Even 
if a father should disown his son, 
the fact still remains that he is 
his father’s son. Saved people are 
literally children of God, partak- 
ers of the divine nature. That is 
not because I am good, but be- 
cause I am born of God! 

That is the reason Romans 4:5-8 
says, “But to him that worketh 
not, but believeth on him that jus- 
tifieth the ungodly, his faith is 
counted for righteousness. Even 
as David also describeth the bless- 
edness of the man, unto whom God 
imputeth righteousness without 
works, saying, Blessed are they 


whose iniquities are forgiven, and |’ 


whose sins are covered. Blessed is 
the man lo whom the Lord will 
not impute sin.” Cne who has 
trusted in Christ has ai! his sins 


covered, has all his iniquities for- 


given. His faith is counted for 
righteousress. As far as sgivation 
is concerneG God does not even 
impute sin to Him. The believer 
is counted righteous, for Jesus 
sake. The blood has paid for all 


PAGE THREE 


(Continued from page one) 


test for the sovereignty of the 
heavenlies. It will conclude with 
the coronation of Prince Imman- 
uel over all creation. 

The Scripture reading that heads 
this sermon describes at least two, 
perhaps even three, battles before 
the end of time. In the one battle, 
“the beast ... . and the false 
prophet were cast alive into a lake 
of fire burning with brimstone. 
And the remnant were slain with 
the sword of Him that sat upon 
the horse.’’ In the second encount- 
er, “fire came down from God out 
of heaven and devoured them.” 
Neither of these, in the mind of 
the Spirit, may be covered by the 
descriptive word, Armageddon. It 
is all quite speculative and best 
left alone for the Lord to work out 
in His own good time and good 
pieasure. It is with the forces, the 
powers, the principles, the aims, 
the conclusions behind the titanic 
struggles that we are. concerned. 
Consider then prayerfully with me 


his sins. That is how God keeps 
those He saves. It is all on the bas- 
is of Christ’s merit, not on our 
merit. 

This does not mean that God 
does not care whether we sin. He 
does care. Sin in the Christian 
grieves the Holy Spirit. It does not 
mean that God will not chastize 


‘and punish his own. children who 


sin. He does punish them, just as 
every good father and mother must 
punish their chiliren when-they ds 
wrong. Sin never paid anybody and 
it never will. It brings heartache 
ill-health, broken homes, wayware 
children, losi influence, guilty con- 
sciences, povcrty, even premature 
dcath. And siti in the life of a 
Christian means that the Christian 
will lose the reward in Heaven 
which otherwise might be his. 
Some will reign with Christ and 
some will not be fit to reign. There 
are degrees of rejoicing and de- 
grees of blessedness in Heaven, 
And every Christian in Heaven at 
the judgment seat of Christ, must 
give an account what he has done, 
“whether it be good or bad” (II 
Corinthians 5:10). So sin does not 
pay. God’s children always suffer 
for their sins. 

But God’s punishments and chas- 
tisings of a Christian does not lose 
his soul, for the Christian’s sins 
are all laid on Christ and are paid 
for and cannot be brought up 
against him in the sense of con- 
demning his soul to Hell. 

Any salvation based on man’s 
works would be a frail thing and 
would be lost the first time a man’s 
works were not absolutely perfect 
before God. 

But the salvation offeréd to poor 
lost, .Hell - deserving sinners 
through Christ and paid for on 
Calvary, is everlasting life, and 
eternal life and one who believes 
in Christ ‘‘shall not come into con- 
demnation but is passed from 
death unto life.’”’ Therefore eternal 
life, unconditional, is necessarily 
involved in in any salvation that 
is wholly of grace, purchased by 
the blood of the perfect lamb of 
God, our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Summing up this article, remem- 
ber that: 

1. God’s grace, His loving mercy, 
makes Him willing to forgive and 
Save every sinner. 

2. A holy God canot forgive sin 
without honest payment or pun- 
ishment for sin. 

3. Cnly death can pay for sin. 

4. “The life is in the blood” so 
Christ’s blood poured out paid for 
man’s sin. | 

5. This wonderful salvation is 
yours the moment you put your 
trust in Jesus Christ as your Sav- 
iour. 

6. Heart repentance is the same 

act of faith, turning from sin to 
trust Christ. 
- He who saves you, keeps you. 
Salvation is free, security is also 
free, a part of the same salvation 
by the blood of Christ. 

Oh, praise God for such a Sav- 
iour, such a salvation! 


My Decision for Christ and 


Salvation 
' Reader, will you. if you have 
never definitely been saved, con- 
verted, by taking Christ as your 


own saviour, do that right now? 


Will you turn your heart over to 
Him, surrender to Him, trust Him 
now to forgive and save you as He 
is so anxious to do? If so, I hope 
you will tell Him so right now. 


THE BATTLE OF 


ARMAGEDDON 


this general historic panorama 
from the viewpoint of The Com- 


batants, The Contest, The Con- 
quest. 
1. THE COMBATANTS 
“Now the serpent .. . more sub- 


til than any beast ... said unto 
the woman ... Ye shall be as 
gods ... she took of the fruit... 
and did eat ...: and gave also 
unto her husband with her; and 
he did eat” (Gen. 3:1-6). That 
started it. The serpent had won 
the first skirmish. Adam and Eve 
lost their innocence, their immor- 
tality, the wondrous Garden of 
bliss. In all this it appeared as 
though the serpent and the human 
pair were the Combatants. But 
no! In back of the Serpent was 
Satan, while in the shadows was 
God biding His time, working out 
His age-long plan. 

“And God said unto Noah, The 
end of al: flesh is come before 
me... and, behold, I wiil destroy 
them with the earth. Make thee 
an ark,. .. come thou and all thy 
house into the ark. And Noah did 
according unto all that the Lord 
commanded him .. . that the wa- 
ters of the flood were upon the 
earth ... And all flesh died that 
moved upon the earth ... And 
every living substance was de- 
stroyed ... And God remembered 
Noah” (Gen. 6:13, 14, 7:1, 5, 10, 
21, 23; 8:1). In all this, it appeared 
as though there were a lengthy 
spiritual disputation between Noah 
and the antediluvians. For one 
hundred and twenty years, Noah 
hammered away on that ark, with 
every stroke warning the world 
about him of the coming doom, 


-with-every blow calling for repent- 


ance; Satan hardened the hearts 
of the luckless multitudes. God 
preserved the holy seed. Again it 
seemed that the honors of the con- 
test went to Satan. 

“And there went a man of the 
house of Levi and took to wife 
a daughter of Levi ... and the 
woman bare a son and... hid him 
toree mouths ... And she took for 
him an ark of bulrushes ... and 
put the child therein; and she laid 
it in the tiags by the river’s banks” 
(Exodus 2:1-3). Murderous Phar- 
aoh had prescribed the destruction 
of all vewish male babies. Moses 
was doonied. What chanéé did 

(Continued on page four) 


Get on your knees if you would 
feel better to do so, but trust = 
Christ today to save your soul, ~— 
Then will you write me, or fill out = 
the following blank and mail it 
today, if you can do so nonestly? 
I will answer your letter with some 
good counsel and will rejoice with 
you. 

Dr. John R. Rice, Editor, 

The Sword of The Lord, 

145 North Hale St., Wheaton, Il. 
Dear Brother Rice: 

I have read your sermon SAL- 
VATION FOR SINNERS, have 
come to realize I am a lost sinner, 
and I see how it is.that Christ 
died in my place and offers to save 
those who will trust Him to do it. 
So here and now I give my heart 
to Christ and depend upon Him 
to forgive my sins and save my 
soul. Today I accept Him as my 
own saviour,my Substitute, and my 
Lord. By His help I will confess 
Christ as my saviour and will 
strive to live for Him the remain- 
der of my life. 

Date... 
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a three months old infant have in 
_ the tiny ark? Israel was groan- 


ing in the bondage of Egypt. Sa- 


| tan mocked in hell. Little knew 


Beelzebub how carefully God was 
watching the floating arked tiny 


‘babe. What rejoicing there must 


have been in glory when Egypt’s 
princess, moved by God, rescued 
and reared Moses. 

There came another day. Israel 
had gone awhoring after strange 
gods. Jehovah was shelved. Weak 
Ahab and idolatrous Jezebel reared 
their altars to Baal. One man lift- 
ed the standard of heaven. Elijah 
faced the eight hundred fifty 
prophets on eventful Mt. Carmel. 


_ It was an uneven contest, one man 


against a nation. But Elijah was 


"hacked by Jehovah Sabaoth, and 


one man with God are a majority. 


The years sped past. Once again 


Lucifer marshalled the hosts of 
Tophet. Sennacherib and his my- 
riad headed host beleaguered the 
Holy City. Hezekiah, of the pro- 
geny of David, was seeming des- 
tined to perish. This was the end 
of the Messianic line. But, no! In 
one frightful night, one hundred 
eighty five thousand Assyrian war- 
riors died the death of God’s wrath 
visitation. God had again check- 


- mated Satan. 


Centuries paraded past in their 
Stately march. A nation of iron 
ruled the world. A hated Idumean 
usuiped David’s Throne. A boy 
child was born to a Galilean maid- 
en in « Judean manger. “Then Her- 
od. when-.he saw that he was 
mocked of the wise men, was ex- 
ceeding wroth, and sent forth, and 
slew all the children that were in 
Betniehem, and in all the coasts 
thereof . . . But when Herod was 
dead, behold, an angel of the Lord 
appeared in a dream to Joseph in 
Egypt saying, Arise, and take the 
young child and his mother, and 
Z0 into the land of Israel” (Mat. 
2:16, 19, 20). Once more the Eter: 
nai had triumphed. That was in- 
deed a bitter pill for Satan to swal- 
low. The child Jesus was almost 
in his grasp. The fate of the world 
hung in the balance as at no oth- 
er time in all of its chequered his- 
tory. But God overruled the plans 

Heit. 

Jesus Christ, Virgin Born, 
Matchless Son of God lived out 
His mighty life. He prayed, taught, 
worked, sweated, toiled, wept. He 
saturated Gethsemane’s dust with 
the blood of His passionate inter- 
cessions. He sprinkled . Pilate’s 
judgment court with the drops of 
His cruel scourging. He hung on 


_ bleak, bitter Calvary’s Cross. The. 


dark maw of the grave swallowed 
Him up. Angels dropped their 
harps to their sides in awful gloom 
and mourning. Was this to be the 
end of all of God’s plannings and 
purposings? Came the third day 
and the miracle of the Resurrec- 
tion. That is the day on which the 
song of Moses and of the Lamb 
was born. Prince Immanuel had 
met Satan on Satan’s own battle 
terms and had conquered. 


Jesus Christ sent out His apos- 
tolic band to tell a world of the 
glad tidings of redemption. Pente- 
cost came with the fire baptism 
in the Holy Spirit. The disciples 
Scattered over the face of the 
earth, singing, preaching, testify- 
ing to the saving grace of Heaven. 
The Old Serpent stirred up Roman, 
Jew, Greek. Rivers of blood flowed. 
Prisons were filled. Roman arenas 
witnessed the agonies and echoed 
to the last prayers of Christ ador- 
ing witnesses. The blood of the 
martyrs became .the fertile seed 
of the church. 

“And a vision appeared to Paul 
in the night; there stood a man of 


gy Macedonia, and prayed him, say- 


oa 
ae 


' ing, Come over into Macedonia, 
' and help us” (Acts 16:9). Mace- 


donia was the door into Europe, 


a the first really great opening to 


the Gentiles. Satan was roused. 


x This must never be. Paul and Silas 


were scourged and thrown into 
the Philippian prison. Was Europe 
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to be denied the Gospel? Were the 
Gentiles to languish in hopeless 
darkness? But, hark, what is that 
strange shaking, that awful quak- 
ing, that groaning travail of Moth- 
er Earth! God has again taken a 
hand. The doors are opened: The 
bands are loosed. The first Euro- 
pean Gentile convert and his whole 
believing family. rejoice in the new 
found marvellous light. 

The centuries sweep on, and on, 
and on. Satan changes his tactics. 
He will work from within. A 
church octopus, ponderous, titanic, 
cyclopean,. hydra headed, many 
armed, throttles the pristine vigor 
of the evangel: Form, creed; ritual, 
ceremony, hierarchy, paganism, 
vestments, rubrics, processionals 
replace the fervency of the Spirit, 
the burning compassion for the 
souls of men. The world is en- 
gulfed in darkness, ignorance, su- 
perstition. A German miner’s son 
is. possessed. of the .Spirit. ‘‘The 
just shall live by faith’ becomes 
his stentorian challenge. Samson- 
like he places his two hands of 
prayer and preaching on the foun- 
dations of the strangling beast and 
shakes them apart for the light of 
the Gospel to enter. Here again 
it was not Luther and the Pope, 
ong God and Satan joined in bat- 
tle. 


Time marches on. The fires of 
the blazing Reformation die down. 
Infidelity, Rosseau, Voltaire, the 
Literati, the Encyclopediasts, the 
illuminati, holds sway. Even 
Christian England, Protestant 
England grows. dry, cold, formal, 
dull, dead. America.is infested with 
the blight. A golden tongued, God 
intoxicated man takes to the hust- 
ings. George Whitefield proclaims 
the terms of the Gospel. Another 
man, a little, dainty man, takes 
up Whitefield’s cry. Together, not 
always eye to eye, but of one blaz- 
ing purpose, in the name of the 
Lord, in the power and the demon- 
stration of the Holy Spirit, they 
turn the tide against atheism, in- 
fidelity, formal, heartless religion. 
Satan beats a retreat for the time. 


We come to our own day. Once 
again the dogs of hell, the myrmi- 
dons of the pit have been let loose. 
This time war, bloody war, tyran- 
ny, bestial inhumanity, are the 
tools of the Enemy of God and of 
souls. Demon possessed men, using 
every ingenious, hellish, scientific 
invention, are battling the forces 
of God and of right. Satan is at the 
wheel. Satan is directing the Jug- 
gernaut of destruction. It is all 
aimed against God. By every mur- 
derous, barbaric, atavistic bruta- 
lity, Hitler and his damned hordes 
are allied against Christ, the.Bible, 
the Church. | 

This is a holy war. We must use 
holy means to win it. God has 
permitted it to come because of 
our sins. God will give us the final 
victory when we turn from our 
sins. 

These then are the combatants, 
not Adam and Eve and the-serpent, 
not Noah and the antediluvians, 
not Moses and Pharaoh, not Eli- 
jah and the Baalites, not Paul and 
the Philippians, not Luther and 
the Catholics, not Wesley and the 
Atheists, not the United Nations 
and Hitler, but God and Satan. 


Il. THE CONTEST 


This contest, as every other, is 
for a prize, a tremendous prize, a 
world embracing prize, the prize 
above every other prize, the im- 
mortal, eternal souls of all man- 
kind. Bodies perish; possessions 
vanish; the earth itself, perhaps 
the entire material universe will 
disappear into the limbo of for- 
gotten things, but the imperish- 
able souls of men will outlive eter- 
nity. Satan uses lands, titles, 
wealth, laurels to trap the unwary. 
Souls are the goal of his sehem- 
ing, the guerdon of his plotting, 
the souls for which Jesus died on 
Calvary, the souls that will either 
inherit heaven or inhabit hell, your 
souls and mine. 

The battleground is the ‘wide 
earth. Wherever men foregather 
there the age-long battle is joined. 
In the home, in the market place, 
in the streets, in the counting 
room, in the palace, in the hovel, 
in the halls of learning, in the pul- 
pit ie ee pew, on land, on the sea, 


| 


are battering at the generations 
of men; There is no peace treaty. 
There is no- peace conference. 
There is no armistice. There are 
no dischar 


Sh er! 


air, the armies of Tophet/| 


ges, no furloughs, no 
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ceaseless onslaught. He who but 


for a moment puts. down his arms 
does so at dreadful peril to self 


ler of his armor the slightest does 
it at the risk of eternal: loss. 


The weapons are numberless and 
varied. Satan has neither honor nor 
decency. He plays by no rules. He 
fights with no barred holds. All 
is fair. Nothing is sacred. Love is 
a mockery. Humanity is a bitter 
jest. Reverence is ribaldry. Obedi- 
ence to parents and constituted au- 
thority is a trite trifle. Patriotism 
is’ a foolish farce. Religion is old 
fogies’ twaddle: Literature of ev- 
oe ah oro A agemntne tele- 

one, a ve n preempted 
Lucifer for his full aap ti he 
ery advance in utilitarian science 
has been subverted by the arch 
demon as 2 weapon of warfare 
against the things of God: 

Science, art philosophy, the text 
book, the test tube, the experi- 
ment, originally projected by clean- 
hearted, clean-minded men “think- 
ing God’s thoughts after Him,” 
are now used and abused for’ the 
purpose of giving the lie to the 
Word: and the Son of God: That 
which in the beginning was intend- 
ed for life giving, life blessing, life 
serving, is new aimed at death 
and destruction: The arsenals of 
the Pit are constantly inventing 
new weapons, remaking old. ones. 
The fruit of the grape, originally 
intended to cheer the heart, is now 
used to stupefy the mind. The most 
sacred relationships of the sexes 
here on earth is to-day the butt of 
the crudest, most lascivious, most 


licentious caricatures. The card 
table, the dance hall, the night 
club, the jazz orchestra, the 


screen, the magazine rack, the li- 
brary shelf, all are infected with 
the virus of Satan’s poisonou 
brewings. | ' 
Turn which ever way you please. 
The flaming arrows, the bloody 
spears, the glittering swords, the 
thrown javelins of hell fill the 
trembling air. The whistling death 
of the Nazi Stukas, of the Russian 
Stormoviks, the crashing blows of 
torpedo and bomb, the smashing 
devastation of mine and booby 
trap, the maddening chatter of life- 
ripping machine guns, the stacca- 
to bark of rifle and revolver, the 
bloody. thrust of the death-dealing 
bayonet, are the toys of children 
when compared to the weapons of 
Hell’s armoury. Blasting bomber, 
blighting flame thrower, roaring 
cannon, retching shot gun, thun- 
dering tank, these can but destroy 
bodies, take lives, blind, maim, 
madden. The weapons of Gehenna 
are loaded with’ the poison gases 
of sin that serve to destroy both 
body and soul. The physical battle- 
fields, awful as they unquestion- 
ably are,-resound with the tem- 
porary cries of the wounded, the 
passing sighs of the dying. The 
spiritual conflict ends, alas, only 
too often, with the weepings and 
wailings cf an eternal hell. 


But there is another day com- 
ing, a better day, and, it is my 
own conviction, ‘that it is not too 
far off. It is the day of the final 
battle, the day of the last on- 
slaught, the day of the closing en- 
gagement. We have spoken of The 
Combatants. We have discussed 
The Contest. Now, let us finish 
with — 


ltl. THE CONQUERORS AND 


THE CONQUEST 


The Conquerors are the Loerd 
Jesus Christ and His people. God 
has spoken. “I will declare the de- 
cree: The Lord hath said unto me, 
Thou art my son; this day have 
I begotten thee. Ask of me and I 
shall give thee the heathen for 
thine inheritance, and the utter- 
most parts of the earth for thy 
possession.. . (Ps. 2). He shall 
not fail nor be discouraged, till 
he have set judgment in the earth: 
and the isles shall wait for His 


of the Father to the Son cannot 
be broken. They shall not fail. The 
forces of earth may oppose; the 
myrmidons of hell may ‘attack and 


come to their lot. Individuals, 
| groups, cities, nations may fall 
beneath their sway. But so long as 
God reigns Jesus Christ and righ- 
teousness must and will prevail un- 
iversally, finally eternally. 

We who are Christ’s will conquer 
with Him. The promise to us also 
is, “Fear not little tlock; for it is 
your Father's good pleasure to give 
you the kingdom” (Lu. 12:82). 


passes. It is one endless onset, one 


Our battles are Christ’s battles. 
Christ's victories are ours also. We 


and soul. He who loosens the buck-. 
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law” (Isa. 42:4). These promises | yi, 


= 


attack again. Some victories may ery 


may be despised, now as our Sav- 
iour is despised. We may, be: re- 
jected now as our Saviour is re- 
jected. But when the Son of Man 
sitteth in His great glory on the 
throne.of His father David we shall 
reign and rejoice with Him. 

The Conquest is extensive, em- 
bracing and including every realm 
of’ life and every creature in all 
the world. Nature will bow at the 
feet of Him Who created it. 
Science will kneel humbly before 
Him Who is the Supreme Scien- 
tist, the Lerd- of all the arts. The 
curse will be lifted-from the earth. 
No longer will the sweat, and the 
blood, and the tears be.the required 
payment for the doled out pitt- 
ance of a seemingly. niggardly na- 
ture. No longer will devastating 
floods, debilitating droughts, de- 
stroying storms scourge man. The 
bowels of black earth will no lon- 
ger be required to yield coal for 
heat and oil for power. Man will 
no more be chained like some draft 
animal to the- endless belt iine of 
some high-geared factory. Food, 
raiment, shelter; if they are need- 
ed, will come: as: they came to 
Adam in Eden; directly, effortless- 
ly, from the bountiful hands of 
God. Sickness; suffering, sorrow 
shall be banished forever. 


The Conquest will be in the lives 
of God’s people. Faith will become 
sight. Weakness will be -changed 
into strength. Backslidings will be 
healed forever. The burdened 
hearts, the tormented minds, 
the weeping souls of those 
of us who, in a measure at least, 
are sharing the sufferings of 
Christ, the tears we shed, the in- 
tercessions. we have lifted up to 
God; the earnest efforts of our 
witness-bearing travail, will be rec- 
ognized and rewarded. 


The Conquest will result in the 
salvation of multitudes. J heard 
a@ preacher say upon a time, 
“Heaven will be a small place; so 
many about us are going to hell.” 
That is not what my Bible teaches. 
It plainly speaks of “a great mul- 
titude, which no man could num- 
ber, of all nations, and kindreds, 
and people, and-tongues, stood be- 
fore the throne, and before the 
Lamb, clothed with white robes, 
and palms in their hands” (Rev. 
7:9). A multitude which no man 
could number is a great throng. It 
is my firm. conviction that soon, 
very soon, it is almost upon us, 
there will come, in our time, 2 
mighty revival, a sweeping visita- 
tion of God’s grace that will wrest 
millions from the hands of Satan. 
Drops of grace are falling all about 
us, larger and larger with every 
passing day. The showers. will 
come soon. The tongues of. this 
religious fire are inning to 
blaze up all around us. The ¢on- 
flagration will soon flame up over 
this nation, over this earth. God 
grant we may not hinder this spir- 
itual upheaval. 

The Conquest will be over Sa- 
tan. Lucifer is having it all his 
own. terrible way. is entire 
world seems to be prostrate at the 
feet of this prince of the powers 
of the air. Society, politics, educa- 
tion, even much of so-called reli- 
gion, do him humble obeisance. 
The high and the. low are his de- 
votees. Satan however is having 
his last fling. All this plethora of 
sin that is engulfing the earth, all 
this avalanche of evil that is 
sweeping the world, this excess 
of immorality, this surfeit of in- 
temperance, this wallow of moral 
putrescence, are but Beelzebub’s 
last try at the mastery of crea- 
tion. His hour is almost at the end. 
Either I am completely wrong; ei- 
ther I have absolutely no spiri- 
tual perception; either the Word 
of God is a maze without a clue, 
an understandable mystery, or Sa- 
tan is runn his very last course. 
He has let loose the hordes, the 
hosts of hell in one Vast, world- 
embracing blitzkrieg against God, 
against Christ, against the church. 
available instrument 


representation, every perversion, 
every ruse, every blind, every 
, ev- 
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re and night forever and ever,’ 
(Rev. 20:10). 

The Conquest will be over Death. 
This is the last enemy, the last 
enemy of God and of man. The 
fear of it, the dread of it, the bur- 
den of it, the inescapable. terror 
of its have haunted the generations 
of men almost from the beginning 
of time. Even death will fall be- 
neath the sway of the mighty Con- 
quering Christ. Hear the paean of 
the Bible. “He will swallow up 
death in victory; and the Lord God 
will wipe away tears from off all 
faces; and the rebuke of His peo- 
ple shall He take away from off all 
the earth: for the Lord hath spok- 
en it” |Is. 25:8). “The last enemy 
that shall be destroyed is death 
. . . » So when this corruptible 
shall have put on incorruption, and 
this mortal shall have put on im- 
mortality, then shall be brought to 
pass the saying that is written, 
Death is swallowed up in victory” 
(I Cor. 15:26, 54). “For God hath 
not given us the Spirit of fear; 
but of power, and of love, and of 
a sound. mind... . not according 
to our works, but according to His 
own purpose and grace, which was 
given us in Christ Jesus before the 
world began, but is now made 
manifest by the appearing of our 
Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath 
abolished death, and hath brought 
life and immortality to light 
through the Gospel,” (II Tim. 1:7, 
9, 10). 

Hear then the sum of it. “But 
I would not have you to be ignor- 
ant, brethren, concerning them 
which are asleep, that ye sorrow 
not, even as others which have 
no hope. For if we believe that 
Jesus died and rose again, even 
so them also which sleep in Jesus 
will God bring with Him. For this 
we say unto you by the word of 
the Lord, that we which are alive 
and remain unto the coming of the 
Lord shall not prevent them which 
are asleep. For the Lord himself 
shall descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of the arch- 
angel, and with the trump of God: 
and the dead in Christ shall rise 
first: then we which are alive and 
remain shall be caught up togeth- 
er with them in the clouds, to meet 
the Lord in the air: and so shall 
we ever be with the Lord. Where- 
fore comfort one another with 
these words” I Thess. 4:13-18. 


There you have the age-long 
panorama. Satan is a defeated foe. 
His time is very brief. He has. been 
unmasked by the Spirit of God. His 
wiles may be known. His tempta- 
tions may be avoided. His cohorts 
may be overcome. The Battle of 
Armageddon, perhaps at the very 
end of this age,.will chain him in 
heli forever. Meanwhile the battle 
is joined. It is ours to fight the 
good fight. It is ours to refuse any 
sort of compromise, any sort of 
offer, to engage in any sort of 
peace proposals: The strife may 
be bloody, the days of battle ar- 
ducus. There may be much sor- 
row, much woe. Our faith may 
tremble at times; our strength al- 
most fail. The world-wide sweep 
of Satanic forces may appall. us. 
But the outcome is sure. Christ 
must triumph, and we with Him. 
It is ours to gird ourselves more 
and mcre definitely for the war- 
fare. In life consecrating, sin con- 
fessing, strength seeking prayer, 
in ceaseless, ardour renewing Bible 
study, encouraging, inspiring fel- 
lowship and communion with the 
saints in the services of the church, 
in persistent, brave, ceaseless wit- 
ness bearing, let us press the bat- 
tle until the gates of hell are bat- 
tered down under the impact of 
our Spirit empowered attacks. 


Prince Immanuel is leading. The 
orifamme of Calvary’s blood 
anointed Tree is in the van. The 
Holy Spirit is calling for heroic 
volunteers. He wants no draftees. 
He uses no constraint. As it is 
all of grace from Him, it must 
be all of love from us. Others are 
rushing to the standards of right- 
eousness. Our Captain is invinci- 
ble. No defeat has ever marred His 
record. His cause is hon- 


proved their irresistible 


‘mettle in a thousand times a thou- 


sand battles. Will you accept the 
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